September 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Curriculum Plans for the Autumn Term in Year 5

Welcome to Year 5!

We hope you have all had a restful and enjoyable summer break. We are
delighted to welcome the children to Year 5 and are looking forward to an exciting
term filled with new experiences, challenges and opportunities to learn. This
Autumn Term, our learning will be centred around our main topic:

“What Role Did the British Empire Play in the Slave Trade?”

Through this topic, children will explore the history of the transatlantic slave trade
and the role Britain and the British Empire played within it. They will learn about
the experiences and perspectives of different people and consider how these
events shaped Britain and the wider world.

Our aim is to help children develop a deeper understanding of the past, whilst
encouraging them to ask questions, consider different perspectives and think
critically about historical evidence.

The Year 5 Team

. Mrs Carter (5 Oak)

. Miss Van G (5 Maple)
Reading

We are delighted to be starting our new class book, Journey Back to Freedom, by
Catherine Johnson. This interesting story links closely with our learning this term
and will give us lots of opportunities to develop children’s reading fluency,
expression, comprehension and oracy skills.

We expect all children to read every day at home. This can be a mixture of
reading aloud to an adult and reading independently. Regular reading is one of
the most valuable ways you can support your child’s progress and helps to
develop their vocabulary, confidence and enjoyment of books.

Please encourage your child to record their reading regularly in their reading
diary and ensure that their diary is signed by an adult. We love hearing about the
books children are enjoying.
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Homework

o Spelling homework will be set via Showbie with a range of games and
activities for children to complete. Spellings will be set every Wednesday
and tested the following Wednesday. A paper copy of the spelling lists for
this half term will be given to the children this week.

o Maths homework - children will receive arithmetic homework every Friday.
Questions will be set to reinforce and practise skills taught in class and
this will be marked in class the following Friday.

o« Times Tables: Regular times tables practice is encouraged. Developing
quick recall of multiplication facts is an important part of the Year 5 maths
curriculum and supports children across many areas of mathematics.

Throughout the year, children will also have the opportunity to choose from a
range of creative and practical homework activities linked to our class learning.
These tasks are designed to encourage children to explore their interests, be
creative and apply what they have learnt in school to the world around them. The
homework menu is optional and there is no expectation that every task is
completed.

PE Days and Forest School

PE lessons will take place on Wednesdays and Thursdays. On these days,
children should come to school wearing their PE kit. For safety, earrings must be
removed on PE days. If earrings cannot be removed due to recent piercings, your
child can bring in plasters to cover them. Forest School sessions will take place
every other Friday afternoon. We kindly request that children bring in spare
wellies or old trainers — these can be kept at school for lots of ‘muddy’ learning
experiences!

Welcome Meeting

We would like to invite you to our Year 5 Welcome Meeting for parents on:
Tuesday 8th September at 3:40pm in 5 Oak

This is a great opportunity for us to share some key information about what to
expect in year 5 and how you can support your child’s learning at home. We look

forward to welcoming you.

We hope this letter has provided a helpful overview of what to expect this term in
Year 5. As always, thank you for your continued support.

Kind regards,
The Year 5 Team




