
Nursery Knowledge Progression for Early Science (Understanding the World)	

Exploring Materials 

• Notices differences between materials such as hard soft rough smooth 
• Begins to sort objects by simple properties 

EYFS Goal: 
Children explore the natural world around them, making observations of materials and talking 
about similarities, differences and changes. 
(ELG: The Natural World) 

 

Living Things 

• Shows interest in animals plants and nature 
• Begins to name common animals 
• Understands that living things need care 

EYFS Goal: 
Children make observations of animals and plants and know some similarities and differences in 
the natural world around them. 
(ELG: The Natural World) 

 

Seasonal Change 

• Talks about simple weather changes such as rain sun wind 
• Notices changes across seasons such as leaves falling or flowers growing 

EYFS Goal: 
Children understand important processes and changes in the natural world around them, 
including the seasons. 
(ELG: The Natural World) 

Forces and Movement 
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• Explores how things move 
• Pushes pulls rolls and drops objects 
• Begins to use simple language like fast slow heavy light 

EYFS Goal: 
Children make observations about the natural world and talk about what they notice, asking 
questions to clarify their understanding. 
(ELG: The Natural World / Communication & Language) 

 

Light and Colour 

• Notices light dark shadows reflections and colours 
• Explores torches lamps and sunlight safely 

EYFS Goal: 
Children observe the world using their senses and make comments about what they notice, 
asking questions to deepen understanding. 
(ELG: The Natural World / Communication & Language) 

 

Sound 

• Listens to a range of sounds 
• Identifies loud quiet high and low noises 

EYFS Goal: 
Children listen carefully, make comments about what they hear and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding. 
(ELG: Communication & Language – Listening, Attention & Understanding) 

 

Growth and Change 
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• Recognises that they grow and change 
• Notices changes in plants such as seeds sprouting 
• Observes simple changes in cooking like melting or mixing 

EYFS Goal: 
Children understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, 
including growing, life cycles, and changing states of matter. 
(ELG: The Natural World) 

 

Care for the Environment 

• Learns to tidy up recycle and care for plants and animals 
• Understands simple ideas about looking after the world 

EYFS Goal: 
Children know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and 
contrasting environments, and talk about how to care for living things and their surroundings. 
(ELG: The Natural World)
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