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22nd May 2026 

Dear parents/carers, 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who has completed the Microsoft form re: 

changes to the school day/timing.  I really appreciate you taking the time to 

share your thoughts and we are reading all of them very carefully.   

Please can I start this letter by sharing a little more information about WHY the 

change and WHY now. 

The length of the school day - in effect, 45 minutes longer than all other 

Primary schools - is a legacy from COVID and was never officially consulted and 

changed.  Our teaching staff have voluntarily worked these extra hours since 

2020 and whilst I can completely see and agree with the benefits for families (I 

am a mother myself to 2 young Primary aged children), the impact of these 

extended hours has been extensive for the overall running of the school and 

the contracts in place for staff.  Education has changed since COVID.  The 

demands on teachers have increased, alongside the pressures around 

professional development.  The existing arrangements greatly impact on the 

CPD offer for staff and aren't fit for purpose around TA contracted hours.   

 

The timeframe for implementation has been discussed with Governors and it 

was agreed that in order to enable Mrs Stafford to have the best start as 

Headteacher at Parkdale, the change around the school day needed to happen 

outside of her 'start' with the school.  Mrs Stafford, I know, will be keen to build 

really strong and positive relationships with the Parkdale community and 

ensure all of the other wonderful aspects of school are known and nurtured.   

 

I want to offer you full reassurance that a very carefully planned timetable WILL 
meet the demands of the curriculum and WILL meet a wonderful enrichment 
offer.  We are committed to ensuring additional clubs are also on offer for the 
children afterschool.  
 

I am aware from the feedback I am seeing on the Microsoft forms, the timing 

for implementation is causing a challenge for some families.  I would like us all 

to go into half term with this important message: 
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We are listening very carefully to feedback and acknowledge that 
some families are facing the need to make amendments to working 

patterns.  With this in mind, whilst we will still be asking all families to 
implement the agreed (these will be confirmed) time changes from 

Monday 6th July, we will be supportive and have arrangements in 
place for those whom will find this too short notice. 

 
I hope this goes a small way in acknowledging that we are listening to your 

feedback and most definitely want to support this transition for all families.   

The children at Parkdale are such a credit to you as families and I wish you ALL 

the very best half term break.  As a reminder, please ensure your Microsoft form 

is completed by the end of Monday 1st June and as promised, further information 

will be communicated with you by Friday 5th June. 

With the kindest regards 

Mrs Claire Paparozzi 

Strategic Headteacher   

 

 

 


