Tuesday 21st October 2025
Dear Reception Parents and Carers,

We are writing to share some ongoing concerns about attendance in
our Reception year group and to explain why regular attendance
matters so much at this early stage in your child’s education.

First, thank you — many children in Reception have excellent
attendance and are making strong progress. However, we are seeing
some worrying patterns for certain individuals and groups that we
need to address together. To give you a clear picture, last year at
Parkdale:

e Overall, 70% of children reached the expected level of
development (GLD).

« Among children with attendance below 95%,
achieved GLD.

o For children with attendance over 95%, 80% reached GLD.

e« In Year 1, where children had good attendance, the rate of
passing the Phonics Screening Check was 93%,; for those below
the attendance target, it was 55%.

only 46%

These figures show a clear local trend: even relatively small dips in
attendance can have a noticeable impact on early achievement.
National research and Department for Education analysis also show
that pupils who attend more regularly are significantly more likely to
reach expected standards across all areas of learning.
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Why Aftendance Matters in Reception

Early Years is a time when the building blocks of learning are formed.
Regular attendance supports:

Language and communication development: children need
repeated daily experiences — group talk, storyteling, play and
shared activities — to build strong speaking and listening skills. Missing
sessions reduces those opportunifies.

e Phonics and early reading: reading is a cumulative skill,
developed through consistent, daily practice. When sessions
are missed, children often find it harder to master the next steps.

« Social and learning routines: routines such as turn-taking, focus
and resilience are built through daily practice. Irregular
attendance interrupts this rhythm, making it harder for children
to settle and thrive.



Longer-term Consequences: Why Early Progress Matters for Later
Success

It is not only the immediate impact that concerns us. Natfional
research and longitudinal evidence show that children who do not
achieve a Good Level of Development (GLD) at age 5, or who do not
meet the expected standard in the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check,
are significantly less likely to meet expectations at the end of Key
Stage 2 (Year 6).

For example, national data shows that children who miss the GLD
benchmark are much less likely to reach the expected standards in
reading, writing and mathematics by age 11. Similarly, children who
do not pass the phonics check are far more likely to continue
struggling with reading comprehension and vocabulary later on. In
2023-24, around 80% of pupils nationally passed the phonics
screening; studies show that this group performs substantially better
across Key Stage 2 assessments compared with those who did not.

These early milestones are powerful predictors of later outcomes
because the skills learned in Reception and Year 1 — language,
vocabulary, reading and social development — underpin all future
learning. Gaps that emerge early tend to widen over time if not
addressed, making early attendance and engagement especially
important.

Low attendance

in Early Years Tends to lead to not
achieving the GLD target

Tends to lead to not
reaching the
expected standard in
Phonics

Tends to lead to widening
gaps throughout primary
chool

Tends to lead to not
acheiving Year 6
benchmarks to be
secondary ready which...
strongly links to not
achieving 5 GCSEs



What We Are Doing at Parkdale

First and foremost, we try to encourage good attendance by
providing a welcoming environment and a fun, enriched curriculum.

We want to support families, not penalise them. Small improvements
in attendance can make a big difference to a child’s progress. Over
the coming weeks we will:

Contact families where attendance is a concern to offer help
and understand barriers.

Our Attendance Lead and Early Years team will work together
to share practical strategies for improving routine and
punctuality.

We cannot and do not authorise holiday in term time. This is in
line with national low and best educational practice, as
outlined in the reasons above. We have a legal duty to
encourage good attendance.

How You Can Help

Aim for attendance of 95% or above wherever possible — this
is a realistic and evidence-based target.

Try to arrange appointments outside of school time, especially
in the mornings when phonics and literacy take place.

If your child is unwell, please contact the school office so we
can advise — we always work with families on individual cases.
If you are experiencing difficulties that affect attendance (for
example, transport, health or family challenges), please speak
with us. We may be able to help or signpost further support.

We want every child at Parkdale to have the very best start to their
education. Working together, we can ensure that all children in
Reception benefit fully from their early learning experiences and
develop the strong foundations they need for a happy, successful
future in school and beyond. Thank you for your continued support
and partnership.

With best wishes, Teamt Parkedale



