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Introduction 

Recent parental concerns have suggested that Parkdale Primary does not offer enough 

enrichment or extra-curricular opportunities for its pupils. A review of current practice, 

alongside the breadth of activities undertaken across year groups, demonstrates that 

enrichment is a central part of the school’s ethos. Parkdale offers a diverse and structured 

enrichment programme, spanning cultural, sporting, artistic, and academic experiences, 

as well as opportunities for personal development and community engagement. 

This report outlines the extensive range of enrichment activities at Parkdale, drawing on 

recent records and examples, to evidence the school’s strong and varied provision. 

 

What Do We Mean by Enrichment and Extra-Curricular 

Activities? 

It is important to begin with a clear definition. Enrichment refers to the wide range of 

experiences, activities, and opportunities provided by a school that go beyond the core 

academic curriculum. Its purpose is to broaden children’s horizons, develop their personal 

and social skills, nurture talents and interests, and foster cultural capital. 

Enrichment is not limited to after-school clubs. While clubs form an important part of 

provision, enrichment also includes: 

• Curriculum Enhancements: special workshops, guest speakers, themed days, 

cultural celebrations, and performance opportunities. 

• Trips and Residentials: visits to museums, galleries, theatres, outdoor centres, and 

residential trips which build independence and resilience. 

• In-School Events: discos, fayres, sports days, parental engagement mornings, 

Golden Time, and whole-school celebrations. 

• Daily Opportunities: extended school day sessions, Forest School learning, 

additional physical activity, and creative activities embedded into lessons. 



• Community and Family Links: events that bring families into school life, such as stay-

and-play sessions, Eid and Christmas celebrations, or shared performances. 

By this definition, Parkdale’s enrichment provision is comprehensive, inclusive, and 

intentionally designed to ensure that every child, not just those who attend optional clubs, 

benefits from a wide variety of experiences. 

 

Whole-School Enrichment 

Parkdale runs a structured Enrichment Overview, formerly known as the “50 Things,” which 

ensures consistency and variety across the school. Every child benefits from: 

• An elongated school day, designed specifically to create time for enrichment and 

extra-curricular opportunities to take place within the normal timetable. This 

approach ensures that enrichment is not confined to optional after-school clubs 

accessed by only a minority, but is instead built into the school day so that 100% of 

pupils can participate. This makes Parkdale’s offer unusually inclusive compared 

with typical school provision. 

• Weekly access to Parkdale Pines for outdoor learning and Forest School activities, 

nurturing resilience, teamwork, and environmental care. 

• 30 minutes of additional daily physical activity through the Creating Active Schools 

initiative, encouraging fitness and wellbeing. 

• Community events and celebrations, including Harvest Festival collections, Children 

in Need dress-up and dance, Christmas Jumper Day with Jingle Jog, and 

fundraising initiatives. 

• Weekly Golden Time, providing children with choice-led activities to develop 

independence and broaden interests 

In addition, the school holds large-scale cultural events such as Eid celebrations, Easter 

Bonnet Parade, events for Holi, Christmas performances, discos, and an end-of-year 

summer fayre, all of which bring families into school and strengthen the sense of 

community. 

The school participates in the Transform Trust Community Action Week, running events to 

raise funds for local good causes such as Hope and engages fully in charitable events 

such as Children In Need and/or Comic Relief. In 2023, 24 and 2025 there were also 

themed days supporting charities involved in children’s wellbeing in Ukraine and Gaza. 

 

 

 

 

 



Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Enrichment begins from the earliest years: 

• Stay and Play sessions for parents themed around crafts, seasonal events, and 

cultural festivals. 

• Immersive themed days such as Animal Day and Goose Fair celebrations with food 

tasting (e.g., mushy peas). 

• Inclusive community celebrations, including an Eid event featuring local bakers 

and families, which was widely praised by parents. 

• Christmas experiences, such as nursery craft days, visits from festive characters, and 

a Conkers trip. 

• Outdoor learning and sensory sessions to support communication and language 

 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1–2) 

KS1 pupils experience enrichment through both trips and themed curriculum 

enhancements: 

• Conkers Christmas experience and Newstead Abbey visit. 

• Visiting theatre productions, e.g., The Jungle Book. 

• Practical workshops such as baking for attendance awards and kick-boxing 

sessions. 

• Parent engagement events, where parents share in their child’s learning, particularly 

around reading, but also around other subjects such as the well-attended Family 

Cricket Day in 2025. 

• Obstacle course events and opportunities to take part in performance, including 

the nativity 

• Sports Coaching for example from Notts County FC, Notts County Cricket Club, 

external tennis coach 

 

Key Stage 2 (Years 3–6) 

KS2 pupils enjoy a particularly wide range of enrichment activities, ensuring access to 

sport, culture, and personal development: 

• Trips and Workshops: 

o Nottingham Contemporary Art Gallery, Nottingham Castle, and the Galleries 

of Justice. 

o Parliament visits and workshops with external providers (e.g., Severn Trent, 

authors, and RE speakers). 

o Pizza-making sessions with Aspens catering. 

• Performing Arts: Theatre visitors, panto for all KS2, choir, Young Voices, and drama 

workshops on “How to be an Actor.” 

• Personal Development: Y6 DAaRT sessions, SATs preparation clubs, resilience-

building challenges (e.g., post-SATs obstacle course), a Y6 Employment and Money 

Management course 



• Sporting Events: 

o Tag rugby and netball inter-house tournaments. 

o Football leagues and cup matches. 

o Cricket Festivals, three in 2024-5, plus inter-house cricket 

o Basketball coaching, and additional swimming opportunities. 

o Table tennis leagues and family table tennis events 

 

Residential Experiences 

Residential visits provide vital opportunities for independence, teamwork, and resilience: 

• Year 5 and Year 6 youth hostelling trips (2–3 nights). 

• Year 3 and Year 4 camps, previously at Colwick Park, now at Walesby Camp 

• Additional residential experiences at venues such as Ravenstor and Mount Cook in 

past years 

 

Clubs and Extra-Curricular Activities 

Parkdale offers a wide variety of clubs outside normal lessons, catering to different 

interests and talents: 

• Sport: Football (boys and girls), cricket, table tennis, rugby, athletics, and dance. 

• Creative and Cultural: Choir, art club, ukulele, drumming and drama-based 

workshops. 

• Academic and Skills-Based: Chess, Digital Explorers (Years 4 and 5), study support, 

and French games. 

• Specialist and Pupil-Led Clubs: “You Choose” club in Year 1, Forest School club, 

and lunchtime enrichment sessions such as yoga, big art, and table games 

Participation figures from Autumn 2024 highlight strong engagement, for example: 

• Football training (60 pupils), 

• Dance Affinity (20), 

• Table Tennis League (38), 

• Choir (40), 

• Activity Clubs across Years 1–3 (60 in total, 20 each), 

• Ukulele Club (20), 

• Chess (10), 

• Digital Explorers (20 combined) 

 

 

 



Community and Family Engagement 

Parkdale actively involves families in enrichment, ensuring a strong partnership with 

parents: 

• Parent engagement sessions (e.g., snuggle and read, art and printing, café events). 

• Family-inclusive events, such as discos, sports days, fayres, and Eid/Christmas 

celebrations. 

• End-of-year festivals, bringing together over 100 family members in school gardens 

with food, music, and cultural activities. 

These events help to reinforce the values of inclusion, respect, and celebration of diversity 

 

Enrichment and Ofsted Expectations 

Ofsted places significant emphasis on enrichment as part of its inspection framework, 

particularly through the lens of personal development and the building of cultural capital. 

Inspectors look for evidence that schools: 

• Provide pupils with a broad set of experiences that go beyond academic lessons. 

• Ensure pupils are prepared for life in modern Britain, through opportunities to 

explore culture, diversity, democracy, and creativity. 

• Give all pupils, especially the most disadvantaged, access to activities that will 

expand their horizons. 

Parkdale’s approach clearly goes beyond statutory expectations. By embedding 

enrichment into the elongated school day, ensuring universal participation, and offering a 

wide variety of cultural, sporting, and creative opportunities, the school exemplifies the 

kind of inclusive and ambitious enrichment Ofsted expects to see. In fact, the universal, 

timetabled nature of enrichment at Parkdale could be considered unusual — and 

particularly strong — compared with national norms.

Conclusion 

The evidence clearly demonstrates that Parkdale Primary offers an extensive, varied, and 

inclusive enrichment programme. Far from lacking opportunities, children experience a 

wealth of activities in sport, the arts, outdoor learning, academic extension, and cultural 

celebration. 

Crucially, the elongated school day means that enrichment is not restricted to optional 

after-school clubs but is embedded within the timetable, guaranteeing universal access 

for all pupils. This approach makes Parkdale’s provision uniquely inclusive, ensuring that 

every child, regardless of background or circumstance, benefits from the rich and varied 

opportunities available. 

Parental concerns about a lack of enrichment are therefore unfounded. Parkdale Primary 

not only meets but exceeds expectations in providing children with experiences that 

broaden horizons, develop character, and foster a love of learning beyond the 

classroom. 


