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To: Parents/Carers of children in 5 Maple 

Date: Friday 4th April 2025 

 

 

5 Maple Staffing Summer 2025 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

As you will be aware, Mrs Miller-Orme starts her maternity leave 

immediately after the Easter break and we are sure you will join us in 

wishing her well. 

 

You will also be aware of the challenges we have faced in finding a 

suitable teacher to teach the class for the Summer term. We have 

had trial runs of numerous agency teachers, but none have met the 

high expectations we have for the teaching and care for your 

children. It’s a sad reflection on the ongoing recruitment crisis in 

education. 

 

So, we have had to think ‘out of the box’ and have come up with a 

solution that we believe offers the children in Maple a really good 

deal. 

 

From the return, 5 Maple will be taught in a job share by Mr Pattison 

and Mrs Hinton, two of our Senior Leadership Team. This way, the 

children will have familiar faces and outstanding teachers who know 

how things work at Parkdale. Indeed, are leaders of how things work 
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at Parkdale! The two teachers also already know the Maple children 

well.  

Mr Pattison is, of course, hugely experienced in upper Key Stage Two 

and comes with the ‘authority’ of being Deputy Head. He’s also much 

loved by the children for his sense of fun and terrible jokes!  

 

Mrs Hinton is our Teaching and Learning Lead and also Digital Lead, 

responsible for keeping our teaching methods at the cutting edge 

and highest quality. She too is well known and much loved by the 

children and has taught extensively in Year Five. 

 

We think this is a much better arrangement than an unknown agency 

teacher of unproven quality. At this time of year ‘supplies’ tend to be 

newly qualified and still very much learning the ropes, as they need 

to, of course; not really right to parachute in for a term in this instance 

though. 

 

Mr Pattison and Mrs Hinton will pop into Maple today to announce this 

to the children, who we hope will be suitably pleased and excited for 

the term ahead. If you have any questions or queries around this, 

please feel free to ask either of them, either by email or by catchng 

them on the playground: jpattison@parkdale.notts.sch.uk or 

jhinton@parkdale.notts.sch.uk 

 

Wishing you all a lovely Easter break… 

 

Yours, 

 

Peter Hillier, Headteacher 
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