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Key Stage 1 News 
What’s been happening in Year 1 and 2

END OF AUTUMN TERM 

Attendance 
matters 
Well done to 1 Palm who 
are currently the top of 
KS1 and the whole 
school for attendance! 
Every day counts. We 
are concerned with the 
number of children 
arriving late on a daily 
basis. Please endeavour, 
whenever possible to 
arrive for the first bell. 
This time is so valuable 
for a calm start to the 
day, and to keep up with 
changing Reading 
Books.  

Active Learning 
We are continuing to 
focus upon Active 
Learning. Children are 
invited to bring their 
medal, certificates etc 
from Sporting 
Achievements into 
school to share . If you 
know of a club that we 
can promote on our 
webpage please let us 
know.  Every child is 
encouraged to be 
active for 60 minutes 
a day, this is 
recommended to 
keep them healthy as 
they grow and 
develop healthy 
habits. 

LIBRARY NEWS! 

Our renovated Library is ready to 
open! Children will soon be visiting 
weekly and bringing home a book. 

We ask that you take care of the 
books and return them on their 

Library day. 

1
TOYS IN SCHOOL 

We are seeing an increasing number 
of children bringing toys to school. 

Please note these are causing upset, 
distractions and we ask that they do 

not come into school. 

2
READING BOOKS 

Please ensure these are in school 
every day, and taken care of. Our 

reading books cost about £4 each 
and we are finding that we frequently  

need to replace wet, ripped and 
ruined copies. 
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What a busy and fun packed first term 
we have had.  
What a wonderful half term the “Christmas” one has been! Lots of festive fun, trips 
and events as well as keeping up our lessons and learning.  

In Year 1 we have written  some amazing poems, inspired by George’s Marvellous Medicine. We have also been 
practising writing and solving number sentences, expanding upon our understanding of number. We had a wonderful 
time producing watercolour art and mixing our own potions. In our digital time we have made digital art, using 
Sketches School. We were all fascinated by the Northern Lights during our time investigating life in Greenland. We 
especially loved reading The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. We even acted out stepping into a magical wardrobe 
and imagining what we could find! Our trip to Conkers was spectacular and full of awesome  experiences. 

Year 2 have had a wonderful Autumn Term. The children have all made such progress and already showing signs of 
greater maturity as they near the end of KS1. Some highlights would have to be our two wonderful trips to Conkers 
and Newstead Abbey - after meeting the Victorian Mr Webb I think most children would agree that maybe their 
teachers aren't quite as strict as they may have thought! 
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READING FOR PLEASURE IN KEY STAGE 1 
In Year 1 we will be sharing Fortunately, the Milk next half term. 

Please feel free to share at home too!  

In Year 2 Mrs Troop is off to a Book Shop this holidays to choose a new novel! 

Watch this space to find out what she chooses!!! 

Nativity Performances  
What an amazing show!  

Thank you for your support with singing, lines and 
costumes for the Nativity! It was certainly a Wriggly 
celebration and we loved sharing it with you. The 
children all did fabulously and we are so proud of 
them.  

Jingle Jog update 

We are thrilled to share that the Jingle Jog raised 
£1500. What a special and wonderful achievement for 
our Parkdale community. Thank you so much for your 
support.  

Interhouse Sport  
A wild and competitive morning took place this term and 
we all celebrated just how quick and agile Key Stage 1 are, 
in an inter house obstacle course competition . Lyla Rose 
emerged victorious for Year 2, and Florence for Year 1, both 
completing the course in the fastest times and earning a 
bonus bundle of points for their House team ! Well done 
girls, amazing fitness! 

What’s coming up and how you can get 
involved at home 
Shortly you will receive the next term’s topic letters and 
curriculum webs. We are hoping to change how often you 
are able to drop into school and see us at work so look out 
for invitations to some “stay and learn” sessions in the new 
year.  

In Year 1 we will be working on two new topics. Firstly we 
will explore the Seas and Oceans, in particular the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Coral Sea, part of the Pacific Ocean. After 
February half term we will investigate the Stone Age. We 
will find out about animals in Science and in Maths we will 

be embedding our knowledge about teen numbers, 
and numbers over 20. Keep an eye on Tapestry for 
our weekly updates where we share our weekly 
Phonics sounds and Maths methods. Thank you 
families who have bought the White Rose practice 
journals, we will keep you up to date with which 
pages link to our week’s lessons.  

The Spring Term theme for Year 2 is Sustainable 
Development – A Clean, Green World.  In Year 2 
our theme will be titled From Bean to Bar, which 
will focus on the history and production of chocolate, 
how it links to the Mayan civilisation and the 
importance of Fairtrade. We'll also be starting the 
Times Table Bronze Award challenge this term, 
which is always a cause for excitement! 
A reminder that Year 2's Reading Morning will still be 
happening EVERY Thursday morning from the first 
bell, we'd love to welcome some more families! Year 
1 will start Reading Mornings during the next half 
term. 
Dates for Spring Term 
*6th January -  Back to school 

*7th February - Year 1 and 2 Disco 

*14th February - Last day of half term  

*24th February - Back to school  

 *4th April - Last day of Spring term 
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