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Recipient Name:  
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All Parents/Carers 

 

Date:  Monday 13th June 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope this finds you well. As we continue to return to normal ‘post-

pandemic’, the Department of Education are giving us lots of 

information and direction on school attendance. In a nutshell, there 

are concerns nationally that school attendance remains well below 

pre-Covid levels. Of course, for some children, this is connected to 

long-Covid and mental health issues, such as anxiety that have 

deteriorated during the pandemic. 

The picture at Parkdale is of attendance that is hovering around 3-4% 

lower than pre-pandemic. Previously, the average child here missed 

between 4 and 5 days of school a year for one reason or another. 

Currently, that is around 14 days. 

Absence at the existing levels would be equivalent to each child 

missing half a school year over a primary school ‘career’. This is above 

and beyond what we are capable of helping children catch up and 

would have a significant effect on learning outcomes if it were 

allowed to continue. 

We recognise that there has been a lot of illness around, perhaps an 

inevitable consequence of coming out of distancing and lockdowns. 

Nothing can be done about that.  

However, we have seen unauthorized absence, such as for holidays 

in term time rising by over 400%.  

Again, we appreciate that some of this is related to re-organised 

holidays that were booked pre-pandemic and have tried to be 

accommodating with this. 
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The latest direction from the DfE is that we need to start to re-apply 

all the rules, regulations, rewards and sanctions for attendance as we 

did pre-pandemic. Simultaneously, Notts County Council, who 

remain responsible for attendance management for any children 

attending a county school such as ours, are stepping up their use of 

fines and other sanctions. 

We would not want any of our families to be caught out by any 

changes or re-introduction of the full procedures, so here are some 

reminders: 

• School is not permitted to authorize holidays in term time under 

any circumstances. 

• Absence for illness should be kept to the minimum possible 

• We cannot authorize for protracted visits abroad, even to visit 

ill relatives or for family functions. 

• Unauthorised absence can lead to issuing of a fixed penalty 

notice from Notts CC. We do routinely apply for this. 

• Where fixed penalty notices have previously been issued, 

further unauthorized absence might result in prosecution under 

section 444(1) of the Education Act: Section 444(1) Education Act 
1996 – If the child is absent without authorisation then the 
parent is guilty of an offence. This is a strict liability offence i.e. all 
that needs to be shown is a lack of regular attendance. 

• Prosecution under this section can lead to a fine of up to £1,000 

per parent or, in more serious cases, up to £2,500 or up to 3 

months imprisonment. 

• Notts CC have recently informed us to a change of their 

protocol, such that any FPNs will be applicable to all adults 

responsible for the child in question: that means anyone with 

parental responsibility or living under the same roof and 

therefore responsible for the child’s education. 

• We are back to pre-pandemic definitions of illness and do not 

expect children to be off with minor ailments, coughs and 

sniffles. We do understand that this is a big culture-change, 

especially if your child is in Early Years or Key Stage One and 

has limited experience of school pre-Covid. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                   

Whilst all of the above sounds very negative, we can assure you that 

we never want to cause difficulty or financial loss for families, 

especially in such a challenging financial climate. We are sharing this 

to give a ‘heads-up’ that systems are returning to pre-pandemic 

levels and that there is (rightly) increasing pressure on us to implement 

these. 

We have a legal and moral responsibility to do all we can to 

implement the laws as they stand and to do all we can to encourage 

good school attendance, which is shown to have a positive impact 

on children’s learning and wellbeing. Personally, it is part of my job 

description and the national standards for Headteachers to do this 

and we have to be seen to run a school that does everything it can 

to ensure good attendance. More importantly though, it is in 

children’s best interests to be here and that is always our yard-stick. 

We look forward to continuing to work with you on this, 

 

Peter Hillier, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 


